Rachel Araujo
It was interesting to read a book that was more analytical, realistic and statistical on the issues of woman and violence and being able to see it play out in real life. The other novels being fictional was a bit harder to find a direct connection, however this one really opens your eyes to see how it all applies to real life instances. It made me stop and think about how many times I have seen instances of violence against women in media or at work, school, etc., and did not recognize it for what it truly is. As for in the mundane activities that we do, I have seen unfavorable acts against women far too many times. I remember one day driving through a neighborhood and seeing a man cat call a woman, and as she ignored him, he proceeded to curse her out. It is something common, even seen in movies, that has become in a sense “normal.” You do not see people really defending girls when something like that happens, we usually shrug it off or simply ignore it. It is scary when you think about it because it is small actions like that one that allows for the facilitation of violent acts against women in the mundane things. Even at school there are instances that may seem sketchy and I avoid being alone; it’s a normal mundane thing, just walking to my car after class or being in an elevator, but because we see so many things on the news or even movies of guys acting violent against woman, you become more careful and suspicious. Especially during this time of pandemic with so many people having to stay quarantined, I read recently that the calls for help regarding domestic violence has risen. Unfortunately many victims are having to stay home stuck with their abusers; something for us that seem normal- staying home safe due to the pandemic- is actually a real-life nightmare for many women. It is really important to truly be able to have your eyes open to the realities of violent acts against women in our daily lives.

Cecilia Samuel
One thing that this book discusses that is relevant is college campuses. Last week we were given a power point that discussed the myth of sexual violence against women. This includes the perception of women, they are made to look like they “wanted it” or they “deserved it” somehow. I think the discussion of rape on college campuses relates to that. The book very briefly mentioned the narrative of the “bad sex hookup” (Phillips, 146). I think that this narrative needs to be discussed more because it is promoting the nature of rape culture. I think that when it comes to sexual assaults on college campuses, they are disguised and covered up as these bad hook ups and there is little to no consequences for these actions. The response to this, Title IX, called for college campuses to immediately respond sexual harassment, which included expulsion of students responsible. This seemed to be a good idea but as the book mentions, it “is more powerful as a rhetorical tool than a legal remedy” (Phillips, 148). This means that regardless of the ramifications that college students were supposed to endure, Title IX has “remained virtually unenforced” (Phillips, 148).I think that it was a different pace reading a book that was more statistical and analytical. I feel like it was different because it put issues that women face into reality. With the previous novels women now are dealing with situations that cause hardships and show violence, but as a society we are not experiencing the world as is described in our dystopian novels. I think that for us as a class to be reading this book benefits us because it educates us on the topic of violence against women in a different way. This book calls for the end of rape culture and brings attention to what is going on in our society, which includes the schools we attend, the music we listen to and tv shows or movies that we watch. Our previous novels were warnings and this book seems to be more about discussing and analyzing what is happening right now in our society when it comes to rape culture.
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Beyond Blurred Lines has been an extremely eye opening and thought provoking read for me. Honestly, some of it was hard to read because it really delves deep into the history and normality of rape culture. While of course being a woman there are many things that I have personally experienced, however I did not realize or understand the depths of what rape culture really means prior to reading this book. The concept of rape culture and all that it entails is very important. While it may be difficult for some people to talk about or comprehend that makes it all the more important. In my experience people often fear what they do not know or understand. That being said, making this topic an open conversation is imperative if we wish for anything to change in our culture. “The World Health Organization (WHO) described violence against women as ‘a global public health problem of epidemic proportions, requiring urgent action’” (Phillips, 2018, p. 31). Requiring urgent action, this is the part that stuck out to me the most in that quote. This means we need to take action immediately. What are we doing to stop the cycle? There is no one answer. As we read in this novel, rape culture is very controversial, it has been debated, called a “moral panic”, and received a lot of backlash and criticism (Phillips, 2018). That being said, I believe that until we come to believe and understand rape culture and violence against women as a serious issue on a larger scale, not much will change.
 
Kameliah Style
before reading this book I didn't think much about rape culture. I've heard about it a few times in a sociology class back when I was a freshman but we didn't go in-depth.  I think it's hard to think about it or even take time out one day to read about rape culture when it never happened to you. The meaning that I've seen on the internet is all different and some even say it doesn't exist. reading that rape culture is encouraging rape is wrong on many levels and I don't agree with that.  Reading how college campuses would dismiss or hide rape mostly because they don't want to ruin the college and or image of the person.  This book made me more open minded towards rape culture and how the world see it. honeslty i feel like men or anyone who think rape culture dosent exsist is just use to that type of things happening. you cant see a problme with something when it becomes a norm to you . 



